
 
 

National Special Emphasis/Heritage Month Observances 
 

 
All Special Emphasis/Heritage Month observances also are governed by Executive Order 11478. 
 
 
February:  National African American/Black History Month  

Authority: Executive Order 13256 and Presidential Proclamations and Executive 
Orders 

 
March:  National Women’s History Month 

Authority: Presidential Proclamations and Executive Orders 
   
 
April:  Arab American Heritage Month 

Authority: Presidential Proclamations and a letter to the Arab American 
Foundation  

 
May:   National Asian American, Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Heritage Month 

Authority: Executive Order 13339, Executive Order 14031 and Presidential 
Proclamations 
 
National Jewish American Heritage Month 

  Authority: Presidential Proclamations and Executive Orders 
 

June:   National Caribbean American Heritage Month  
  Authority: Presidential Proclamations 
 

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, Intersex and Asexual (LGBTQI+) 
Pride Month 
Authority: Presidential Proclamations and Executive Orders  
 
Juneteenth 
Authority: Juneteenth National Independence Day Act 

 
 

https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/11478.html
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2002/02/14/02-3826/presidents-board-of-advisors-on-historically-black-colleges-and-universities
https://guides.loc.gov/black-history-month-legal-resources
https://guides.loc.gov/black-history-month-legal-resources
https://guides.loc.gov/womens-history-month-legal-resources
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2023/03/31/a-proclamation-on-arab-american-heritage-month-2023/
https://www.arabamerica.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Message-in-Honor-of-National-Arab-American-Heritage-Month-from-President-Biden-1.jpg
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2004-05-17/pdf/04-11271.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/05/28/executive-order-on-advancing-equity-justice-and-opportunity-for-asian-americans-native-hawaiians-and-pacific-islanders/
https://guides.loc.gov/asian-pacific-american-heritage-month-legal-guide
https://guides.loc.gov/asian-pacific-american-heritage-month-legal-guide
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2022/04/29/a-proclamation-on-jewish-american-heritage-month-2022/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2022/04/29/a-proclamation-on-jewish-american-heritage-month-2022/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2022/05/31/a-proclamation-on-national-caribbean-american-heritage-month-2022/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2022/05/31/a-proclamation-on-lesbian-gay-bisexual-transgender-queer-and-intersex-pride-month-2022/
https://guides.loc.gov/lesbian-gay-bisexual-transgender-queer-pride/introduction
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/475/text
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September:  National Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept. 15-Oct. 15 
Authority: Executive Order 13230, Executive Order 13555, Executive Order 13171 and 
Presidential Proclamations 

 
October:  National Disability Employment Awareness Month 

Authority: Executive Order 13187, Executive Order 13078 and Presidential 
Proclamations 

 
November:  National Native American Heritage Month 

Authority: Executive Order 13270 and Presidential Proclamations 
 
 
The USPTO also sponsors events to celebrate and recognize various other communities within 
the Agency, such as Martişor for Romanian Americans; Bengali New Year, Lunar New Year and 
Chuseok for Asian American/Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islanders; Diwali and Holi for Indian 
Americans; and Memorial Day and Veterans Day for veterans. 
 
 
 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/WCPD-2001-10-15/pdf/WCPD-2001-10-15-Pg1468.pdf
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2010/10/19/executive-order-13555-white-house-initiative-educational-excellence-hisp
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/WCPD-2000-10-16/pdf/WCPD-2000-10-16-Pg2451.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/09/14/a-proclamation-on-national-hispanic-heritage-month-2021/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/09/14/a-proclamation-on-national-hispanic-heritage-month-2021/
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2002-title3-vol1/pdf/CFR-2002-title3-vol1-eo13187.pdf
https://www.commerce.gov/cr/executive-order-13078
https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/EO%2013270%20Tribal%20Colleges%20and%20Universities.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/10/29/a-proclamation-on-national-native-american-heritage-month-2021/

